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livings, including, as it does in England, the sale of
benefices, and every other conceivable evil that may
follow the triumph of Mammon in the Church. Such
names as Julio de Medicis and Jerome de Ghinncci,
among the pre-Keformation bishops, are connected with
histories which tell ns that the patronage of the Church
was not better administered under the Popes than it
was after the Eeformation. Not better, we say; yet
it was scarcely possible to have been much worse.
Under Henry, Elizabeth, and James, many of the
bishops obtained their bishoprics only on condition of
giving up large portions of the episcopal revenues to
the king or the nobles. The ordinary mode of obtain-
ing a benefice was by making a bargain with the
patron, either to give him a certain sum of money or
an annual payment out of the income of the living.
'The disease spreadeth,' said Archbishop Sandys;
c for patrons gape for gain, and hungry fellows, desti-
tute of all good learning and godly zeal, yea, scarcely
clothed with common honesty, having money, find
ready entrance to the Church.' Bishop Jewel says,
* The masters of the work build benefice upon bene-
fice, and deanery upon deanery, as if Rome were still
in England.' * Non-residences,' said John Penry,
'have cut the throat of our Church.' Dr. Eobert
Some, of Cambridge, said, ' The sale and merchandise
of Church livings is cried out against in court, city,
and university. It is so common that it cannot, and
so shameless that it will not be hid.7 The same*
thing might have been said at every period of the
three hundred years that have intervened since the
<kys of Bishop Jewel and Dr. Eobert Some, And to